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Thank you for your interest in pursuing certification as a Hawaii ‘non-transport’ EMT, sometimes 
called EMT-1. A reminder that the State of Hawaii now licenses (2) different levels of Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT). Whereas the non-transport level is aligned with the minimum 
requirements of a basic Nationally Registered EMT (NREMT), the State of Hawaii has higher 
licensing requirements for transport-capable EMTs who work on 9-1-1 EMS system 
ambulances, and thus the University of Hawaii and Kapiolani College’s EMS Training Centers 
likewise have a more extensive curriculum to prepare candidates for that scope of practice. If 
you are interested in the transport-capable pathway, you should inquire with us for a separate 
policy statement. The following relates only to the non-transport pathway. 
 
We have (2) courses in our non-transport EMT program of study: 

●​ EMT 111 (BLS didactic and lab components) 
●​ EMT 115 (BLS clinical and field rotations) 

 
Please note that one may notice EMT 111 offered more regularly in conjunction with different 
courses that are not part of the non-transport pathway (e.g. EMT 120 & EMT 125). The EMT 111 
course is not necessarily offered with EMT 115 on an every-semester or annual basis, nor is the 
EMT 111 + 115 pathway consistently available at every KapCC EMS Training Center. The 
availability of specific EMS courses depends on various factors including the evolution of 
workforce training demands. Typically, we offer the EMT 111 + 115 pathway when there is a 
quorum of interest and demonstrated need from at least one public safety agency. 
 
Each of these courses do have prerequisite requirements, including health clearances, that can 
be found in the KapCC course catalog. Please note that current certification at a lower level 
such as Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) does not accelerate or shorten the training 
pathway for our EMT program, though it will aid that student’s preparation. 
 
Successful completion of both EMT 111 and EMT 115 will render the graduate eligible for testing 
with the National Registry of EMTs to pursue certification at the NREMT basic level, and will also 
permit the graduate to apply to the State of Hawaii for non-transport EMT licensure. This level of 
practice is most commonly associated with work as a first responder with fire, ocean safety, law 
enforcement, or occupational health and safety systems. Again, in the state of Hawaii it does 
not qualify the ‘EMT-1’ to serve on an ambulance. 
 
The information above should provide you with a clear understanding of this process. Due to 
faculty and staff time constraints, we are not able to respond to follow-up questions. For more 
information regarding the UH/KapCC EMT Program, however, including admissions counseling 
opportunities and application details, please feel free to visit our EMT program website. 

https://www.kapiolani.hawaii.edu/classes/general-catalog/
https://www.kapiolani.hawaii.edu/programs/health/ems/emt/

